Diary of Jacob Lewis Bower
World War |




Diary of Jacob Lewis Bower
World War |

JACOB LEWISBOWER
DIARY OF MY ENLISTED LIFE

From July 27, 1917 to February 8, 1919
July 27, 1917

e Enlisted at Recruiting Office in Hagerstown, Md.,
and from there was sent to Baltimore, at-which
placel arrived at 8 P.M. Was given a supper
ticket by Recruiting Officer. Thiswas my first
meal from Uncle Sam.
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* About 9 P.M. | was again re-examined, and passed
O.K. and was recommended for the Medical Corp,
but through some typographical error, my name

got confused with some of the other boys, and |
was wrote up for the Infantry, which | have been
thankful for ever since. At-11 P.M. we entrained
for Columbus, Ohio.
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July 28, 1917

e Arrived in Columbus about 10 P.M. Thiswas my
first step In soldiering. Here we were measured
for shoes and clothing, and then sent to take a

bath, after which we went to bed,. which |, found
was the regular army bunk.
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July 29, 1917

* Was awakened this morning by reveille gun, the
first cannon that | ever heard fired. Today being

Sunday | thought we would have a rest, as | was
very tired from traveling on the train, but there
was no-rest because we were-making up a mighty
army and no time could be lost.
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July 30, 1917

* Recelved my first uniform and got another
examination, and again passed O.K. Wasthen
sworn into military service. Wastransferred to a

|arge barracks where hundreds of, other boys were
stationed. Here our only duty-was to march to
mess threetimesaday. We have very good eats
here. Rested up today and now feel fine.
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July 31, 1917

* Got up at 6 A.M. and stood for reveille for the first
time. After breakfast policed up around quarters

and at 8 A.M took physical drill and was taught
foet'movement.

August 1, 1917

e |eft Columbus about noon for Gettysburg, PA, the
camp where the Regular Army was stationed. Had
avery nicetrip East but very hot.
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August 3, 1917

Arrived in Gettysburg about 11 A. M.
Hiked about a mile from station to camp. It
was very hot and we thought the Sergeant

walked us too fast.. When we'arrived at the
camp we were all wet with perspiration and
our bodies covered with heat. Stood in line
before Regimental Headquarters for roll

cal. We were then assigned to Company
A. 59th Infantry



Diary of Jacob Lewis Bower
W




Diary of Jacob Lewis Bower
World War |

We drew the rest of our equipment and were
placed in tents. Thefirst thing we did was take off
our coats and oh my what arelief

* August 4 to Sept 5, 1917

| certainly "am glad:| 'was sent. to Gettysburg,
as It 1s'close to home and expect to go down In
about two weeks and stay from Saturday evening
until Sunday afternoon. We started drilling today,
and are now settled down to regular army life
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e At first the traning and exercise was
very hard on us as it made all the mussels in
our body ache, but we soon got used to it
and did not mind it after awhile

e September 6,,1917

. Was made First Class Private today. It
Is not much, but it means $3.00 more per
month, and then it leads up







